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Agenda Organizational Things

Presentation of Topics

How to write a thesis (in the NLP seminar)

How to do a literature review

Effective presentations



Reminder: Way through the seminar

~Februar 2021

Seminar Block Phase (2-3 days)

Two weeks before seminar

Trial Presentation
+

Draft Jupyter/Colab Notebook

Working Phase
(with your mentor)

~ 

Kickoff-Workshop

One week after seminar

Final Version
Jupyter/Colab Notebook due



Block Phase - Dates

Please fill out the Doodle 

https://doodle.com/poll/q34gtebmkt7w6tdu 

https://doodle.com/poll/q34gtebmkt7w6tdu


Collection of Results

● Google Site to collect links to all 
results (Colab, Github, …)

● Add an image, a description and 
a link when your thesis is 
handed in

● Non-Mandatory
● Login to Site-Builder will be 

provided 



Questions? Problems?



Presentation of Topics



How to write a thesis 
(In the NLP Seminar)



Who are you writing for?
● Yourself

● Your supervisor

● Your colleagues

● The scientific/technological 
community



Structure of a Thesis
1. Introduction

a. Context
b. Problem
c. Contribution
d. Outline

2. Related Work
(Differences to existing work) 

3. Fundamentals
(Need-to-knows for understanding your text)

4. Solution Approach
5. Evaluation
6. Summary
7. Outlook



Some Thesis Writing Tips
● Start early with outline and introduction

● Clarify the high-level story

● Write fundamentals when everything else is 

finished

● “Shitty first draft” → Don’t aim for perfect 

formulation immediately

(Start with just bullet points)

● Work with examples and illustrations

● Write in the “we” form

● In general: avoid passive voice

● Remember: You are not writing a novel

○ Use technical terms (even if that means 

repetition)

○ No need to aim for a surprising end

○ Write in present tense

● Favor simple language over complex 

formulations




